CONRAD'S LAST  BOOK

I believe Cosmo would have gone to Elba.
Conrad's imagination, I think, must have been
drawn by that strange little kingdom (for Napoleon,
by treaty, was sovereign of Elba); and there are
certain indications in the book that he was leading
up to a visit to the island and a glimpse of its
monarch. A ship, at the beginning, leaves Genoa
under the queer Elban flag; Cosmo tells Dr.
Martel emphatically that Napoleon arouses his
curiosity intensely, but that he despises the
tourists who go to Elba to see him; in the last
chapter Cosmo is in company with men who are
bearing documents, which might well have been
such documents as those which the French
Government intercepted, which gave particulars
of the dispositions of troops in the South of
France.

Cosmo would have seen Napoleon; but could
he have in any manner followed his fortunes ?
Certainly not as disciple: for all his qualified
admiration and his open mind about the Holy
Alliance, he was not of that sort. And in any
other capacity, that of captive or mere spectator,
he could only have been taken to Cannes, to Paris,
to Waterloo, had Conrad wished to describe
progresses, receptions, and battles in the manner
of a panoramic artist. That manner was not
Conrad's* That he could have brought himself to
re-write Napoleon's biography for a hundred days,
or to describe the squares, the charges, and the
carnage of Waterloo, is to me inconceivable. He
was not a Tolstoi on the one hand, nor a Zola on
the other. His canvas, in a sense, was large
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